Some of my Wahl cousins

Edward Gelles

ShulimWahl  m  Sarah Safier
Tarnobrzeg, b. 1838 b. 1842
|
| | |

Lazar Low m Blume Wahl David M Griffel m Chawa Wahl ~ Abraham Taube m(1) Rachel Wahl m(2) Chaim S Ohrenstein

1861-1919 1864-1903 1875-1941 1877-1941 1873-1906 1879-1965 died ca 1921
| | | |
Dr Abraham Low Regina Griffel ------ Zygmunt Griffel Rega Taube --------- Zyga Taube Lucia Ohrenstein
1891-1954 1900-1954 1897-1951 1903-1967 1905-1985 1910-1988
m Mae Willett m Dr David Gelles ~m Maryla Suesser m Shalom Scharf ~ m Lola Popper m Count Livio Tripcovich
1903-1971 1883-1964 1909-1975 died 1945 1909-1987 1901-1958
| | | | I
Marilyn Low Schmitt Edward Gelles Eric Griffel Viola Sachs Thaddeus N Taube
b. 1939 b. 1927 b. 1930 b. 1929 b. 1931
Notes

Shulim Wahl of Tarnobrzeg in Galicia, whose occupation is given in the records as “capitalist”, was a son of Leizer Wahl,
born in 1815, who was described in the memoirs of Tarnobrzeg’s mayor as one of the two richest men in that little town [1].

Shulim Wahl and Sarah Safier had six children. Their three daughters Blume, Chawa, and Rachel Wahl married
descendants of the Jewish community leaders, Low of Sedziszow , Griffel of Nadworna , and Taube of Belz [2]
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Blume Wahl and Lazer Low had nine children, the fifth being Dr Abraham Low. He was born in Strasbourg and studied
medicine in Vienna, where he was close to the family of his first cousin, my mother Regina Griffel . Abraham Low served
in the First World War as medical officer of an elite Austrian infantry regiment [3]. After the war he emigrated to the
United States and became a noted psychiatrist in Chicago [4]. His two daughters visited me in London after | began to
publish our family history. They gave continued support to their father’s “Recovery International”. Marylin Low Schmitt
was a Professor of Art History .

Chawa Wahl and David Mendel Griffel had three children, my mother Regina and my two uncles Zygmunt and Edward
Griffel. My uncles who lived in Poland before WW2 often visited us in Vienna. My first cousin Eric Griffel and | were
briefly together at a boarding school near London in 1938 — 39 before he went to the United States with his parents and on
to a career in the US Foreign Service [5].

Rachel Wahl and Abraham Taube had two children, Rega and Zyga. In naming her children “little Regina” and “little
Zygmunt” Rachel may have followed her elder sister Chawa’s Regina and Zygmunt Griffel [6].

Rega came from Cracow to visit us in Vienna around 1934. The next time there was any contact with the Taube cousins was
in 1953 when | was a post-doctoral research associate at Berkeley, California. | contacted Zyga Taube and went to meet
him in Los Angeles. Half a century later, I corresponded with Rega Taube’s daughter Viola Sachs, who had made a name
for herself as a specialist in areas of American literature, and received recognition for her work in Poland, Brazil, and in
France where she was Professor at the University of Paris [7]. And at this time Tad Taube came to London with his wife
Dianne for a happy encounter and | have kept in touch while he has continued his remarkable philanthropy in support of
many good causes including the study of Jewish heritage, particularly in his native Poland [8]

Rachel Wahl married again after Abraham Taube’s death and had a daughter, Lucia Ohrenstein, whose 3™ husband was
Count Livio Tripcovich of an old Croatian family who were major ship owners in Trieste. Many years after Lucia’s death |
corresponded with the Tripcovich family, including the composer Baron Raffaello de Banfield—Tripcovich and learnt much
of their fascinating family story [9].
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